DENBIGHSHIRE LOCAL ACCESS FORUM

Minutes of the Denbighshire Local Access Forum held at Marsh Trax, Rhyl 26th July 2011 at 10am 
PRESENT

Kay Culhane (KC), Chris Marshall (CM), Ron Williams (RW), Antoni Vitti (AV) 
ALSO PRESENT

Adrian Walls (DCC Rights of Way Officer and Secretary to the Forum) (AW), Howard Sutcliffe (AONB and Countryside Officer) (HS) Toni Proffitt (Access Officer) (TP)
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Sharon Frobisher, Chrissie Mayes, Peter Scarll, John Bradshaw, Hugh Crosswood 
2
Minutes of Last Meeting and Matters Arising  

The Kissing Gates have been checked in Denbigh, the gate in question isn’t up to standard this is due to the close proximity to the tree and a historic gate post. There is a fully working field gate next to the kissing gate for people to use as well. Concerns were made about the way marking for the Brenig Way, with some of the discs missing, this was noted and the discs are currently in the process of being put up. The map on the website doesn’t match the OS map, as the OS map doesn’t show the permissive ROW that is being used. The increase in closures through the Forestry Commission is a concern to the Forum and it was felt that a notice should be made on the website informing AV and RW praised the project for providing information boards along the route. 
RW commended the project, as the route takes walkers to area previously un-promoted. CM praised the Archaeological Trail at the Brenig.  
KC requested an update for the merger of the Forums in which AW confirmed there was no further activity. Max Grant an observer to the forum commented on the minutes from February’s meeting about the attendance of the Conwy’s Form in which he stated there has never been any issues, the meetings have always been well represented. 

3.
Gating Orders 

The LAF has been consulted on the Gating Order at Hen Lon Parcwr, Ruthin. The Forum members discussed the issues with the location of the gates. The Forum members object to the Order due to the monitoring of the opening and closing of the gates every night between 2315hrs and 0400hrs. KC questioned the size of the gate and if a side by side tandem bike would be able to fit through. AW/RW to send response to Roly Schwarz on behalf of the Forum. RW also requested for the Annual Review of the gating orders to be sent to the Forum. 

4. 
Planning at the LAF 

A letter Flintshire LAF sent to their planning officer requesting to be consulted on major planning applications that affect Rights of Way was presented to the Forum. It was discussed and a similar letter is to be sent to Head of Planning in Denbighshire County Council on behalf of the Forum to request to review their consultation procedure and consulted the Local Access Forum as statutory advisors of the Council for such applications. 
5.

Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP)
AW presented the CCW ROWIP Grant Forum to the members showing the proposed projects for this financial year. TP informed the members of the promotion of Accessibility Denbighshire, as part of Denbighshire Countryside Services new website (www.denbighshirecountryside.org.uk) there will be a section on accessibility. In this section it will give a map, photographs and a description of Accessible routes, linear and circular as well as Accessible views. Community Miles for this years with be in Tremeirchion, Trefor and Glyndyfrdwy, these projects have also received further funding from CCW’s Communities and Nature Rivers and Railways Project as well as Offa’s Country funding. The Cycling Centre of Excellence will continue to develop new and existing Rights of Way in the south of the county. Funding will be used to improve the surveying of the Rights of Way network to improve the monitoring of the network into a hierarchy system. The Rights of Way team have had an increase in funding for the financial year. This extra funding is for the maintenance of bridges and structures. 

AW also presented the Annual ROW report to the Forum members. - The report is attached to the minutes. 
6 Cross Border Meetings/Potential Future Merger of the Local Access Forum 
The Local Authorities appoints LAF for the Authority whether it be a merged forum or for its own Authority. Denbighshire County Council has to show savings made in ROW without affecting the network. AW stated that the appointments for the DLAF are for another 12months. Conwy’s Forum has now disbanded thus affecting both Forums to synchronise the meetings. 
TP to compile a list of attendees to the Forum Meetings. 
7 Cycling Centre of Excellence & Marsh Trax 

TP updated the group with the progress of the Cycling Centre of Excellence. Conwy County Borough Council has now appointed consultants who are now starting to work on the Conwy element of the project. Possible draft routes have been identified in some areas in Denbighshire and initial works to identify landowners and consultation is in progress. Site meeting has been arranged to look at the potential of developing further permissive routes in the Clwydian Range area.
JL informed the group of the development of Marsh Trax, the facility is growing in popularity with many groups from across North Wales using the cycling track on a regular basis, including a disabled group from Ruthin. The BMX track is currently the only of its kind in Wales. Visit Wales are looking to fund a Mountain Bike track in the scrub area at the back of the cycling track to increase opportunity for people to part take in cycling. The site is also being used by running clubs and it is hoped in the future a triathlon would be held using Marine Lake for the swimming! The project is self funded, improving the marketing of the site and getting local businesses to advertise on the site is a potential for increasing income. AV suggested having a bike fleet for people to hire bikes as it is the most asked question in the Tourist Information Centre (TIC) in Rhyl. 
AV added that Coastal Denbighshire has seen a 4% increase in visitors both in footfall into the TIC and the visitors spend. 
8

Offa’s Dyke Path 40th Anniversary  
This year the Offa’s Dyke is celebrating 40 years of the path being opened. Tom and Kay Culhane were the first leaders to lead the opening walk from Prestatyn to Bodfari 40 years ago. A site visit to Hillside Gardens took place with a photograph and a Press Release to be sent to the press. 

9

Future Agenda items for the LAF 
The following items were recommended for the next meeting:

· Cycling Centre of Excellence 

· AONB Management Plan 

· Countryside Code  

Any more Agenda Items can be sent to TP before the next meeting 
10 Any  Other Business 


CCW have asked if any of the LAF would like to be consulted in the review of the Countryside Code- DLAF members all agreed. 
11

Date of next Meeting 

3rd November 2011 Loggerheads Country Park with a site visit around the Park. 
The forum members went on a site visit around Marsh Trax and then onto Prestatyn to Hillside Gardens where David Shiel updated the members on the recent improvements to the Hillside Gardens and the surrounding area. 
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